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‘STEAM for Good’ 

 
https://atadastral.co.uk/ 

 

This Adastral Park Education & Skills Newsletter brings you the top-level news 

from each member of our education & skills team in one place – 

celebrating our schools and industry collaborations. 

The Adastral Park team support different aspects of school and student 

needs from running events to create STEAM [Science, Technology, 

Engineering, the Arts and Maths] interest in young people, to providing 

meaningful industry encounters, through to work experience and careers 

fairs. 

Don’t forget to make the most of the virtual content that we 

have available https://atadastral.co.uk/careers-education/ 

Please forward this Newsletter onto all Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts & Maths Teachers in your school.  If this email has been forwarded onto 

you by someone other than us but you would like to receive the info 

directly, please email: computerscience@bt.com with your email address 

and school and we’ll add you to our mailing list. 

TEAM NEWS 
 

We wanted to let you know about some changes in the Adastral Park Education Team. After 

almost 70 years in BT between them, Pam Popay and Andrew Corston will both be leaving the 

company at the end of May.  They’ve been fantastic colleagues, we will miss them and wish 

them all the very best in their new adventures. 

  
We will continue to offer events, both at Adastral Park and virtually, to inspire and engage 

students about STEM subjects and the exciting careers they can lead to. Watch out for more 

information about our programme for next academic year later this term. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

FACE TO FACE EVENTS 

• 25th & 26th April 2023: Getting Started with Physical Computing KS2 – FULLY BOOKED 

• 9th & 10th May 2023: Getting Started with Cyber First Girls KS3 – FULLY BOOKED 

• 14th June 2023: Technology Day  KS4 Post 16 – FULLY BOOKED 

• 18th Oct 2023: BT Business Enterprise Day KS3 - NEW 

• 20th & 30th Oct 2023: Making Tech Relevant - NEW 

• 2023-2024: Skills Escalator Days KS1 – SEE NEW DATES 

 

27th & 28th June 2023: Getting Started with Virtual Computing – CANCELLED 
Apologies but we are no longer able to offer this Event 

 

TEACHER WORKSHOPS & ACTIVITIES 

 
Unfortunately we are no longer able to offer any Bee:Bot, ScratchJr; Micro:Bit, Crumble 

Playground or GearsBot Teacher Workshops, some of which were scheduled for May & June. 

 

CHALLENGES & RESOURCES 

• The Switchboard Project 

• IET Faraday® Challenge Days 

 

https://atadastral.co.uk/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fatadastral.co.uk%2Fcareers-education%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccomputerscience%40bt.com%7Cdc6d5f3da3624e7ea2eb08dacd636181%7Ca7f356889c004d5eba4129f146377ab0%7C0%7C0%7C638048123972872037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YDoO7LKuZrmw5s9v53Egf%2FbbSoVajzMl4hbDx96aIs4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:computerscience@bt.com


PAST EVENTS & ACTIVITIES  

• BSW 

  

LIFE AT WORK EXPERIENCES 

• Work Experience 

• Insights Experience 

• Year 8/9 assemblies 

 

EARLY CAREERS 

• Opportunities at BT 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

TITLE:  BT Business Enterprise Day KS3  

DATE:                   Wed 18th October 2023  

SUITABLE FOR:     Year 9 * 

LOCATION:          Adastral Park, Martlesham Heath, IP5 3RE 

TIMES:                    9.15am-3.15pm 

PLACES:                Max 16 students per school [2 groups of 8] 

                             Plus Year 12/13 volunteers (see details below) ** 

 
After a bit of a hiatus, we’re pleased to say we can now announce the return of our “BT Business 

Enterprise Day”! 
The date is October 18th 2023, starting at roughly 9:15am and finishing at roughly 3pm (exact 

times to be clarified nearer the time). 

In case it’s new to you, or a gentle reminder is needed… 

BT Business Enterprise Day is a day of pure commercialism, where “companies” compete in a 

competitive capitalist business simulation, striving to essentially make the most money in a day to 

win. 

Companies are formed from 8 to 10 Year 9* students** (from the same school) and they will 

compete against companies from other local schools primarily building and selling “virtual” 

cars… 

But, cars cost money!  So this has to be earned on the day through activities such as 

‘investments’, share dealing and inter-company trade. 

Your students will learn a lot about delegation, team work, managing loans, handling cash (using 

our electronic bank), advertising, planning ahead, negotiation, thinking-for-themselves and 

basically dealing with others! 

Some specifics each company will need to do include: 

• Applying for a startup loan, with a simple business case attached, for their initial capital 

injection. 

• Tracking and building up “car parts” – many of which are only available from other 

companies. 

• Tracking their loan and making repayments on time. 

• Managing their “online” (private to the event) bank account (using software our 

volunteers created). 

• How stock markets work, and trading shares on our own “online” (private to the event) 

stock market (using software our volunteers created). 

• Generating cash for “car parts” by investing in physical team activities, quizzes and 

questionnaires which all generate a “return on investment”. 

• Getting “Government”/regulator paperwork done on time and accurately. 

• Delivering a short “Dragon’s Den” presentation with Q&A to an investment panel (details 

of the simple presentation required will be given ahead of the event) 



• Dealing with “The Union” when their (virtual) car-part factory workers suddenly go on strike. 

 

If you think you’re interested, initially we can only take a maximum of 2 teams/companies (of 8 to 

10 students) per school as we have a maximum number we can’t exceed.  If you’d like 

additional teams/companies then let us know and we’ll do our best when numbers are looking 

stable. 

If you’ve any other questions, please do get in touch either on this email address or 

directly to Kevin.Peirce@bt.com 

 
* In the past we’ve mixed Year 9 and Year 10 – but have found that even that one year of difference helps the older 

students, so for this event we’re strictly sticking to a single year group. 

** We have a fair few BT Volunteers who make the event a success, but we also rely heavily on Year 12/13 students 

from the schools taking part.  These students help run the activities, bank, stock market, etc – so if you’re also able to 

bring along 3 or 4 Year 12/13 students who can help on the day (full but super easy instructions will be given) then that 

would be awesome. 

 

 

 20th October 2023 and 30th October 2023 - ‘Making Tech Relevant’: 

Using Tech in your Curriculum to Improve Learning and Careers 

Education. 
 

Suffolk, Norfolk and Colchester Computing Hub and Alpha Teaching School Hub are holding two 

face to face conferences at BT Adastral Park. They will be bringing tech alive, with ways to link 

your curriculum and pedagogy with technology. The content will be suitable for both primary 

and secondary colleagues from all subjects. Watch this space for further information on how 

you can join in. 

 

The Computing Hub (Suffolk, Norfolk and Colchester) is the delivery hub for the NCCE (National 

Centre for Computing Education) programme to help you teach computing. We deliver face-to-

face courses and provide bespoke support for teachers and leaders in primary and secondary 

schools. In the meantime, for any bespoke support or courses to support your needs, please 

contact:  

• Adam Gibson - Hub Lead: adam_gibson@neatherd.org 

• Tracey Chamberlain - Primary Lead: t.chamberlain@stem.org.uk 

• Website: https://suffolkcomputinghub.edlink.uk/ 

 

Skills Escalator Days Year 2 

 

The Schools Enrichment Team will be a taking part at Thetford, Sudbury & 

Ipswich.  For more information please contact: 

Victoria.fiebelkorn@wsc.ac.uk  
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CHALLENGES & RESOURCES 

 

The Switchboard Project  

Eastern Colleges Group are working with partners to develop a unique 

approach to collaboration and signposting between schools, businesses, 

charities and voluntary organisations. The functional aim is to improve the ease 

in which people and organisations can find the most relevant connections, and to 

showcase their activities and key messages - with the overall aim of supporting safer, 

fairer communities. 

  

They are starting with a web-based platform called 'Switchboard', with functions that 

allow you to search and add organisations and events, and the signposting of funding 

opportunities and latest education, business and charity news. Visit switchboard.edlink.uk 

for a glimpse of how the Switchboard Project is developing, and feel free to contact Ness 

Bally at nessbally@switchboard.edlink.uk for more information. 

 

  

IET Faraday® Challenge Days 

 

An annual competition of STEM activity days with a real-world challenge for pupils aged 

12-13 years. IET also offer printable resources and guidance to run your own Challenge, 

choosing a time and theme that suits your students. For more information please visit: IET 

Faraday Challenge Days (theiet.org) 

 

 

PAST EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

2023 Virtual British Science Week – Year 6+ KS2 KS3 KS4 Post 16 

mailto:nessbally@switchboard.edlink.uk
https://education.theiet.org/iet-faraday-challenge-days/
https://education.theiet.org/iet-faraday-challenge-days/


 

See all the content from our British Science Week 2023 on our VBSW home page.  There 

are bite-sized videos, 'have-a-go' activities and recordings of the Q&A sessions all on the 

following 5 topics:  

 

SUSTAINABILITY | EXTENDED REALITY | DIGITAL BANKING | SPACE | ACCESSIBILITY 

 

The content is ideal for Years 6-13 (ages 10-18), and don't forget to download the Activity 

Packs and Kit List in the Teacher Pack available here. 

 

 

LIFE AT WORK EXPERIENCES 

 

Adastral Park is a fantastic campus, and we like to reach as many students as possible to 

let them know about the opportunities and to inspire and guide them into a bright future. 

 

Work Experience at Adastral Park 

Registration is closed now! 

Every year we dedicate 9 - 10 weeks in summer to work experience.   

• The 2023 experience period: 22nd May - 28th July 

• The 2024 experience period: 20th May – 26th July 

• Duration of a work experience: 1 week, Monday - Friday 

• Suitable age group: mainly year 10, older students welcome  

• Registration of interest for 2023: Closed 

• Registration of interest for 2024 opening: 4th September 2023 

• Confirmation of 2023 placements by 28th April  

• Find out more: https://atadastral.co.uk/life-at-work 

 

Insights Experience 

This is a half day visit to Adastral Park where you will learn about BT, Park, Careers and see 

a lot of things which are happening at The Park. 

• Registration of interest: Open now  

• Read more and registration link: https://atadastral.co.uk/life-at-work 

 

School staff with interest in booking a student group (up to 16 students + 2 staff) or a staff 

group, please get in touch with rika.nauck@bt.com directly. Please allow for a minimum 

of 6 weeks’ notice. 

 

Year 8/9 Assembly lectures 

We trialled a Year 8 ‘Sustainability’ assembly for 330 students with great success. A 30-

minute lecture using the British Science week material was very well received by students 

and teachers and built the kick-start to their sustainability curriculum work. This was a first 

introduction to BT, Adastral Park and the available career options as well. 

 

We are looking into making this a staple of your programme and schools who are 

interested in participating to build this together with us please get in touch with 

rika.nauck@bt.com directly. 
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EARLY CAREERS 

Opportunities at BT  

 

BT’s last remaining early careers opportunity roles starting September 2023 can be found 

at www.bt.com/earlycareer .  We are coming to the end of our recruitment cycle for this 

year and please keep an eye on this link from Autumn 23 for more fantastic school, 

college and university leaver programmes with roles beginning in Autumn 2024. 

 

 

MEET THE TEAM 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact our fantastic education team - they are here to help you! 

 
Pam Popay, Shane Allum, Luke Johnson, Sarah Mackenzie & Penny Davies 

Schools Enrichment Team email: computerscience@bt.com 

Rika Nauck, Life at Work Experiences, email 

 Andrew Corston, New Talent Research Strategy Manager 

 Carol Fletcher, Head of Academic and Research Partnerships  

 

 

If you no longer wish to receive info from us, please reply with DELETE in the subject title and 

make sure you include your email address. 
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